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AMERICAN CONSULATE
Lagos, Nigeria
March 21, 1942

My sweet: ' L=T31 ﬁ'—"f

I guess I'm not in the proper mood to write letters, and esp=-
ecially to you, beceuse I have been having an exceedingly hectic afternoon.
Nevertheless, if tomorrow ls golpng tc be llke today, I had better sieze
the moment and write tc you as much es I can before something else happens.
A glance at the calendar will shcow you that today is Saturday, and per-
haps you will remember those qulet Saturday afterncons in Lisbon, where
we slept off our disippationsz of the previous evening or prepared@ oure
gelves for the regular Sasburday night festivitles. As T had a clerk
coming in at 3:30, I knew I wouldn't be able tc rest all afternoon,
but I did hopethat I would be able to sleep for & while after lunch.
Well, I didn*t. There is a boat in now, and every moment there was
soficone calling up to see about gettlng visas for Egypt , exit permits
from Nigerla, etc. Two people came in perscn to see about exchanging
money (no soap), 2nd Pan-American helpfully sent around a Ruseian and
two Arericans to see 1f their passports were in order. Then arriveé
a U.S. Army Colonel and a Lieuterant Colonel to tell "about the riot
they had had this morning when the security police relieved the Colonel
of his camera which he claime contalns cfficial photographs te go with
his report in Washington. He thought the camera was safe in the'hands
of Pan~Am, but later one of their Loys came arcund and sald that the
poclice had taken the camera away from him., Since then I have had the
telephone pressed to my ear for about one hour trying to get in touch
with the reesponsible authorities. (Mr. Jester is away for the week-end. )
It appeasrs that they have referred the matter to their biggest shots,
so the battle is ons Although the Colonel was probably rude, for whiich,
in my opinion, there is practically never an sxcuse, he was in full uni-
form end was ocarrying & diplomatic passport. He told me, and I am
inclined to agree with him, that there is no one here competent to cen~
sor his plctures, and I Cdén't blame him for being somewhat annoyed,
especially since the interpogabory wae carried on by a police sergeant.
Anyway, after battling with the telephone people for § of an hour,

I finally got the number of the head of the security foree's phone
number, and called him, only to find that he had Just gone out., I

am trying again about seven this evening (it is now six), and see what
they proposed to do about it. I hope to be able to settle it without
referencs to Mr. Jester, but I think we will -cable Washington if neces-

sary.

Let me hasten to add, though, that being in a belligerent
mood does not make me think less about you. In faet, I was just thinke
ing now that I wished you were here, mm &s I think you would enjoy the
whole business. How many times a day I think that! I hopi th%% ou
will be interested in the work of the Consulate, because eertalnly
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would like to talk things over with yous I can imagine making you help
me decovde telegrams on Saturdays and Sunday and in the evening, and telling
you all the thousand and one petty incidents which make up 1life in the
Consular Service., I am sure, on the basis cf our experisnce in Lisbon,
that you will enjoy it, even if there will be some work connected with it.

- -

- Darling, I wm lacking my usual spring-board for writing because
I haven't any letters from you to aecknowledge. None have arrived since
March 4th, and the last one in sequence was dated February 18th, Just after
you got your job with Pan Am., Of course I know it's not your fault; it's
Just the mails, but still, I wish the mail would come regularly, instead
all at once. If you should hapren to get in touch with any of the Ferry
pilots or crews, they might be able to help us out. Anyone who has been
in Lagos will have met me, because, until day before yssterday, all the
men nad to have the pasaports verified before returning to the U.S., which
meant that they had to come to the Consulate, Capt. John E, Tremayne was
especially nice and offered to go anything for me, Now that we no longer
have to verlfy the passports, I am afraid that I will nct be sesing them
any more, but I am.zetting a map of West Africa for Treymuyne, and so he
will probably bhe cominz in one of these thmes,

Just now it seems as i1f it had been = lons time -si-nce we had
seen each other. Actually it 1s only five months ~~ If comeone said it
was a yvear, I would believe it. ©Oh darling, I ecan't tell you how much
I miss you., It has heen a cruel trick of fate to find the girl wyou have
been searching for all vour life, then suddekly Aisncover that she loves
you too, and then leave her within a week, It has bean nuite different
from the way I had alwavs imagined falling in love - and much more vio-
lent. What tempests and torrents swept over me during that week in Lis-
bon., What struggles within me, between love and courage on one side, and
conscience and cowardiée on the other. You were simply magnificient, as
befits the most wonderful zirl in the world. I never doubted the depth
and sincerity of our love, but sometimes I wondered if we shouldn't nake
the beau geste and sacrifice it., I think I can honestly say that [ didn't
think much about myself; I knew I could go on living a dull, routine life,
thinking beek %o the golden opportunity I had missed. But you convinced
me that to take that course would mean to sacrifice wyour happiness as well
as my own, and thal swcrifice I was unwilling to make. I loved you and deo
now in this moment and this hour love you so intensely, sc from within ne,
that I couldn't do it. My love, I hope we will never regret thig decision
which we have made. I see no meason why we should. Everything has gone
well except that we are still apaft, as per forza we must be for the pres-
ent. But I am sure and positive and sure agein that we will be together
in the good time allotted, and we will be happy as very few have been
before. I guess everyone thinks his love unique; certainly the outline
of our story has been repsated often enough. But nco amount of reason can
convince me that anyone else's love can be as strong and pure and steady as
ours is, As we suffer, so shall we rejoice. But I wart you now, my dear,
not tomerrow or next month or next year. I vant to see you and touch you
and see your eyes smiling at me. Until then life just merke time.

Sunday hag now rolled around and the office is full of U.S
Army men censoring meil, They are utilizing every available pair of’
scissors in the Consulate and snipping away to their hearts' content,

Th tt Golonel's camera has been gtraichtened out satisfactorily
toeaT%. efagg E?ght after writing the above ? called the head of the

Zof3| 1942-03-21 1-131 WLK to LPK.doc



Krieg-Campbell Family Documents

-

e L-1%1 P -5

HilitarﬂSeaurity. He was very pleasant and said the maiter was outside his
Jurisdiction, but that he wss recommending to the civilian authorities

that they release the camera with the £ilw intact. This morning about

ten o'clock a police sergeant came in very quletly and delivered the
offending instrument, so everything is OK. )

Did you read the article on Florida divorces in the November
Reader's Digest, condsnsed from the American ? It was a trifle discon~
certing to me, although I don't think any of the things mentioned would \
possibly happen to us. The main possivllity of diffieuvlty arises from = -
the fact that charpges of fraud mey be brought if you lesve Florids im- '
mediately after swearing that it was your incention to reside there permane
ently. Of course your lawyer will krnow all about it, but it cecurred to
me that it might be a good¢ idea for you to plaa to remain in Miami for a.
while after your decree is granted, This shouldn't be difficult if you
have & Jjob there, and of course, if they send you elsewhere as a nart of
your work, that would give you a legal out, as being a cirocumstance which
you could not reaennably foresee, It mightrbe a good idea to discuas
this with your lawyer and see what he thinks, Since your latesst letter 13"
now five weeks old, I really don't know what is golng eon, whether vou
are still with PAA or if the government censor jobh csae throush. I think
it would be nice if fou zot the Government job, and then I could address
letters to you at the censorship office. This ought to save a lot of tinme.
Pleasge tell me if any of my letters have been opened. =11l mail here
has the censor's gtamp on the outside, but none that 1 have ever received
has been opened on either side of the Atlantic.

I forgot to mention in my last letter that I heve received letters
from my father and step=-mother in reply tc the one to them teéling about
ug, Poor old Daddy was pretty hard hit, e¢specially since Jdesnie ig getting
ready to step off too. TWe said be hoped and prayed that 1 was msking a
wise choice and geve us Lis blessing. Sarah was nmore practical and gave
me some advice in the care and maintenance of a wife snd invited you to
come and visit at our house hefcre you leave for Afrieca., 1 have thanked
her for ymuxxeffex for the invitation, which will be extended tec you
in writing when the time ie ripe. I gsuggested, howsver, that you would
be unatle to leave Florida before lfay at the earliest, and that I didn't
know whether you would be able to mzke it. I alsc had in mind that it
would be a tough ordesl for you to have to go out and meet my folks alone
unless Janie could go with you, and I waated to leave the door open for
a refusal on your part. While I would love to have 'you meet the folks,
and especlally Daddy, I don't know quite how it would be, since everytihing
has changed sinee Daddy remsrried. Janle and Sarah have had some nasty
sceraps, in whieh I naturally feel that Janie was right, so the atmosphere
might be somewhat tense. Besides, I have always imagined ny pride in
bringing you home myself and haviag you meel all my old friends;  fortun-
ately it isn't anything that we have to decide now., There will be time
for that later when we kaow whether or oot you can come to Lagos.

It has now been F8 hours since I told you I love you, although
I have thousght it mahy timss. T was indulging in ny favorite Sunday
morning pastime of lyingz in bed thinking of you when I was abruptly
forced hadk to reality by the entry of Lt. Tobin, whose office commands
a fine view of my bed room. I made him go out for a while, but this didn't
prevent another officer whom I had never met from wandering in while I was
clad only in shorts. I have as much privacy as a gold fish, and =g much
time for private life as a movie actor. I hope the arrangement with the

=y S Y Wemr wirah An T TAava wan ? Haw hish 4a +the alyr o =
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